SJBS WEEK AT A GLANCE

APRIL 2, 2018

Christ has risen! Alleluia! Alleluia. The entire staff hopes all of you had a very joyous and
blessed Easter. Remember Easter is a season, not just a day. Jesus is alive, raised from the dead
and He is with us always. Thank you to all of the parents who made the extra effort to go to
mass and get your children to mass during Lent. Worshiping together as a group strengthens
and professes our faith as Christians. Belief is the bottom line when it comes to why Mass is
important to Catholics. People choose to practice Catholicism because they believe in the
validity of the religion and its tenets. We believe Mass is important, and we should practice the
religion regularly to strengthen and maintain our beliefs. The Mass represents the Last Supper,
when Jesus broke bread and drank wine with His disciples. According to the Bible, Jesus
instructed His disciples to eat the bread and drink the wine in order to remember Him. We are
also disciples of Jesus, so it is important for us to commemorate the Last Supper. If we just
send our children to Catholic schools and not practice our faith what are we teaching our
children? If you have not been a family who has been attending mass, please think about
coming back. We welcome you with open arms. It saddens me to see the few families who
attended this past week’s services. It is almost like we believe, but we are too busy to make the
effort for the one person who is always there for us. In the Third Commandment, God tells us
to “Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.” For the Jews, the Sabbath was Saturday;
Christians, however, transferred the Sabbath to Sunday, the day of Jesus Christ’s resurrection
from the dead. The Church tells us that we have an obligation to fulfill the Third
Commandment by refraining from unnecessary work on Sunday and by participating in the
Mass, our chief form of worship as Christians.
The Sunday after Easter is called Divine Mercy Sunday, We not only receive the mercy of God, but use it
by being merciful to others through our actions, words and prayer. The works of mercy are charitable
actions motivated by Christian love by which we help our neighbor obtain what he or she needs
spiritually and materially.Through the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy we carry this out. The
Corporal Works are feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the
homeless, comforting the prisoners, visiting the sick and burying the dead. The Spiritual Works are
teaching, praying for the living and the dead, counseling, advising, consoling, comforting, forgiving and
bearing wrongs patiently and forgiving wrongs willingly. It is through the practice of these spiritual and
corporal works of mercy that we concretely practice our Christian faith. As Catholics, we cling to these
as inspiration for living the Christian lifestyle. Perhaps more than anything else, this is what uniquely
defines us as Catholics. The Scriptural basis for the corporal works of mercy is the parable in the Gospel
of Matthew in which Jesus teaches his disciples about God’s criteria for the Last Judgment (cf.Mt25:3542). In this parable the just and the unjust discover that in their merciful actions on behalf of the
neighbor, they have been merciful to the Lord Jesus, who identifies completely with the hungry,
homeless, sick, imprisoned and even the dead. God, who is rich in mercy, invites His sons and
daughters to imitate his abundant mercy and loving kindness towards His children. God is rich in

mercy, because of his great love for us, he brought us to life with Christ when we were dead in sin. – By
this favor you were saved. (Ephesians2:4-5).The spiritual works of mercy are drawn from a variety
of Old and New Testament sources. My brothers, if someone is detected in sin, you who live by the
Spirit should gently set him right. (Galatians 6:1) Let the word of Christ, rich as it is, dwell in you. In
wisdom made perfect, instruct and admonish one another. (Colossians 3:16) Correct those who are
confused. (Jude 23) As a mother comforts her son, so I will comfort you. (Isaiah 66:13) Help carry one
another’s burdens; in that way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) Because you are God’s
chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility,
meekness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever grievances you have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you. (Colossians 3:12) Pray constantly and attentively for all.
(Ephesians 6:18)

REGISTRATION/FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
If you haven’t already done so, please remember that you can begin to apply for
the Diocesan Financial Assistance for the 2018-2019 school year. You do have to
be Catholic and it is for grades K – 8. The Diocesan applications have to be
completed online. If you do not have access to a computer you are more than
welcome to use ours at school. Just let me know. You can access the link on our
website under School Information link and then Scholarship Information.
There is also the McVicar Scholarship. We encourage everyone to apply for this.
You can find the application on our website as well.
The Bourbeau Scholarship is also available for those families that have more than
one student attending, but is mainly need based.
We are now accepting new applications for students wishing to enroll in the fall
of 2018 in Grades Nursery through Grade 8. Students should be 5 by September
1st to attend kindergarten. Full time and part-time openings are available in our
Nursery School program. If you would like more information, please go on our
website and/or contact the school.
If you have not returned your registrations, please turn it in this week.
We will never regret the choice we made in
enrolling our daughter at St. John the
Baptist School. SJBS helped to create and
build a strong foundation for our daughter with qualities that extended way beyond the
classroom that were important to our family: faith, service, values and compassion to
others. It is through these important qualities as well as being surrounded by people who

made her a better person that allows her to continue to grow and thrive currently as a
freshman at Stonehill College. Donna Tyburski

CLASSROOM NEWS
Grade 8 Passion
Grade 7 and 8 singing Halleluiah Lenten Version

Monsignor talking with grade 1.

Grades 1 – 4 Spanish Class
Students are learning different words in Spanish

Nursery School students enjoying story
Time with the Kindergarteners and
Mrs. Hewes.

Grade 3: Jelly bean graphing with the colors or Easter.

Sixth grade is studying Ancient Egypt. They have learned about the importance
of the Nile River, how to write their name using hieroglyphics, mummification,
and the pyramids.

We welcome all of our Grandparents on Friday, May 4th for a Grandparents’
celebration. We start with mass at 8:30 am and then afterwards we invite
everyone to the classrooms.
Night of the Arts - May 3rd and 4th. More information to follow.
Villa Rose Fundraiser is April 25 all day
Spring Picture day is April 12th

Save the date: April 12 Science Fair
See the wonderful projects from our 5th
and 6th graders that will be on display.

Save the date, Saturday, May 19th for our Warrior
Obstacle Race. This year SJBS will sponsor an obstacle
course race. The 2018 OCR Warrior Race benefitting
SJB will take place on May 19th at Movement Terrain in
Wilbraham. It will consist of several indoor obstacles
and a running course outside the building. This will run in heats with one person
starting a minute or so apart. This is geared to be a community event targeting
cross fit athletes in the area as well as any adult or youth 7 years and older who
wish to participate. On-line registration will begin in the coming days.
It’s that time of year to start thinking about
Career Day on Wednesday May 9, 2018, from
9am-12pm in the Pastoral Center. This will be a
fun day for the students to be able to learn
about different careers and start to think about
their future. We are in need of volunteers to
come and share with our students what your
profession is all about. When we have the
confirmation of the volunteers, the students will
receive a list so they may ask questions. The
more careers the better! For more information or questions please contact Laura Murphy at
lauramurphy79@charter.net or at the school 413-583-8550 between the hours of 10am and
1pm. I thank you in advance for your time and hope to see many of you there!

Student Council

The Student Council would like to thank everyone who baked and purchased the
wonderful goodies at our bake sale to raise money for the Bethlehem House. We
raised $150.

We will be dropping off the items to Bethlehem House later this week so any last
minute donations will be accepted.
Student Council is sponsoring a Movie After School day on
Friday, April 6 starting right after school. Permission slips
Went out last week.
SCHOOL AND CHURCH NEWS

We are happy to hear that St. Mary’s High School will remain open. Let us all
keep in our prayers for their enrollment to continue to improve and the success of
their school.

Thank you to those who have sent in their receipts! If you are an AmeriGas
customer please read this. AmeriGas will us give up to $2000 per school year. All
you have to do is turn into the school the receipt at the bottom of your bill. They
give .02 per gallon purchased. If you know a business that uses AmeriGas or a
friend or relative, ask them to save their receipt. I can turn them in at the end of
the school year for reimbursement.

Please consider joining us for our Spring Toddler Bible Story
Time on Tuesdays, March 6th - April 10th from 9:30 – 10:15, in
the Elizabeth Room at the Pastoral Center. The ages would be
from 18 months to 3 years of age and their adult. If you are
interested, please contact Catherine Reed at the 583-3467 or
creed@stelizabethludlow.org to reserve your spot.
Tokens can be purchased on the following days: April 13; May 4, 18; June 1.
Checks should be made out to Ludlow Food Service

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Come celebrate your marriage on Saturday, April 14th.
We invite you to mass at 4:00 pm with a special
prayer and blessing. Afterwards enjoy a wonderful
evening. Social hour begins at 5:15 and dinner and
dance will follow. Please fill out the form and send
it in by April 7th.

SOFTBALL AND TBALL/COACH PITCH INFORMATION

We still need students for Coach Pitch, and if we do not get more, we will have to
cancel the Coach Pitch. If your child would like to play, please let me know and
fill out a registration form, which can be found on our website or in church. Still
in need of coaches as well.
Ludlow Softball Association offers teams in the 10U, 12U & 14U age groups. The
fee to participate is $125 for 10U & $135 for 12U & 14U age groups. For additional
information or to register by mail, please contact Barb Picard at bpic@charter.net
or Regina Jasak at jasak21@charter.net.
FUNDRAISING

We continue to ask for your support with the Box Tops, Campbell UPCs, Ink Cartridges
We are collecting clean bottles and cans with deposits. They can be dropped off in the
containers in the parking lot by the other side of the dumpster.
BIG Y EDUCATION EXPRESS: Big Y is announcing the return of
the Big Y Education Express Program. The program started
February 1st and will run through April 25, 2018. As an added
incentive, shoppers will receive a Big Y Express Reward Gold Coin
for every 500 Education points earned from February 1st through
April 25th. Please link your Big Y Silver Savings Club card to our
school through the MyBigY app or at BigY.com. Please sign up
today! Thank you.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
GRADES 5 – 8 SPANISH CLUB: The students in grades 5 – 8 meet on Fridays from 2 – 3
pm.
GRADES 1 – 4 SPANISH CLUB: Spanish Club for grades 1 – 4 meets on Tuesday’s from 2 –
3 pm.
YOUTH GROUP NEWS: Wednesday, from 2 – 3:30 for Grades 6, 7 and 8.
ART CLASSES: Thursdays 2:00 – 3:00 pm
SEWING: Fridays, 2:00 – 3:30 pm.
JUDO/JUTSU: Please talk to your child(ren) about joining the Judo class on Tuesdays and
Thursdays after school. They can come out and try it, and it they like it they can join. It runs
from 2:00 – 3:00 pm.
MAD SCIENCE: Wednesday from 2 – 3 pm.

God bless,
Shelly Rose, Principal

